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(57) ABSTRACT

An inverter cover for covering an inverter provided in a front
space which is formed in front of a vehicle room in a
longitudinal direction of the vehicle, by partitioning the
vehicle room with a vehicle body panel, includes: a body
part for covering an upper face of the inverter; and an
extended part extended rearward from the body part so as to
be positioned between a connecting part which is provided
in a rear part of the inverter and to which a harness is
connected, and an edge part which is protruded frontward
from the vehicle body panel.
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1
INVERTER COVER

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present invention relates to an inverter cover for
covering an upper side of an inverter which supplies alter-
nating current to a driving motor for driving a vehicle.

BACKGROUND ART

As a motor-driven car such as an electric car or a hybrid
car which uses a driving motor as a drive source, there has
been provided such a car that an inverter for converting
direct current of a high voltage battery to alternating current
to be supplied to the driving motor for driving a vehicle is
arranged in a front space in front of a vehicle room.

A harness for interconnecting the inverter and the high
voltage battery, a harness for interconnecting the inverter
and the driving motor, and so on are connected to a rear part
of the inverter.

For the purpose of securing waterproofing and electro-
magnetic shielding of such an inverter, an inverter cover for
covering an upper side of the inverter has been heretofore
provided (refer to Patent Document 1).

PRIOR ART DOCUMENT
Patent Document
Patent Document 1: JP-A-2003-320854
SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION
Problems that the Invention is to Solve

By the way, in case where, when another vehicle or an
object collides against the front part of the vehicle from a
front side, a front part of a vehicle body is deformed and the
inverter is displaced rearward inside the front space, the
harness which is connected to the rear part of the inverter is
also displaced rearward, following the inverter.

Then, the harness which is displaced rearward may come
into contact with an edge part of a vehicle body panel which
is positioned behind the harness and functions as a partition
between a rear part of the front space and the vehicle room.
This is disadvantageous in maintaining durability of the
harness.

This invention has been made in view of the above
described circumstances, and an object of the invention is to
provide an inverter cover which is advantageous in main-
taining durability of a harness.

Means for Solving the Problems

In order to attain the above described object, there is
provided, according to the invention, an inverter cover for
covering an inverter provided in a front space which is
formed in front of a vehicle room in a longitudinal direction
of the vehicle, by partitioning the vehicle room with a
vehicle body panel, the inverter cover characterized by
comprising: a body part for covering an upper face of the
inverter; and an extended part extended rearward from the
body part so as to be positioned between a connecting part
which is provided in a rear part of the inverter and to which
a harness is connected, and an edge part which is protruded
frontward from the vehicle body panel.
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Advantage of the Invention

According to the foregoing first aspect of the invention, in
the event of collision, the harness connecting part provided
in the rear part of the inverter and a part of the harness
connected to the inverter are indirectly butted against the
edge part, via the extended part of the inverter cover which
is positioned between the connecting part and the edge part.
This is advantageous in maintaining durability of the har-
ness.

According to the second aspect of the invention, in the
event of collision, the extended part is likely to be curved
downward, and the part of the harness connected to the rear
part of the inverter is enveloped in the slanted part. As the
results, the harness connecting part and the harness are
protected by the extended part, which is advantageous in
maintaining the durability of the harness.

According to the third aspect of the invention, the
extended part is likely to be curved downward from a border
with the body part at a rearward position than the connecting
part (the harness connecting connector). Therefore, in the
event of collision, the part of the harness connected to the
rear part of the inverter is enveloped in the extended part,
and the harness is protected by the extended part. As the
results, the durability of the harness can be advantageously
maintained.

According to the fourth aspect of the invention, in case
where the vehicle comes into collision and the bent part is
butted against the vehicle body panel, the extended part is
likely to be curved downward, and the harness is enveloped
in the extended part. As the results, the harness is protected
by the extended part, and the durability of the harness can be
advantageously maintained.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a plan view of a front part of a vehicle 10 in
which an inverter cover 30 according to an embodiment of
the invention is mounted on an inverter 16.

FIG. 2 is a plan view showing positional relation between
the inverter 16, the inverter cover 30, and first to third
harnesses 28A, 28B, 28C.

FIG. 3(A) is a sectional view taken along a line A-A in
FIG. 2, and FIG. 3(B) is an enlarged view of a rear part of
the inverter 16, when the vehicle comes into collision.

FIG. 4(A) is a perspective view of the inverter cover 30,
FIG. 4(B) is a plan view of the inverter cover 30, and FIG.
4(C) is a sectional view taken along a line C-C in FIG. 4(B).

MODE FOR CARRYING OUT THE INVENTION

Now, an embodiment of the invention will be described
referring to the drawings.

In this embodiment, description will be made referring to
a case where the vehicle 10 is a hybrid car which uses an
engine and a driving motor as drive sources.

As shown in FIG. 1, the vehicle 10 has a front space S
which is partitioned by a vehicle body panel 12, in front of
a passenger compartment, and the front space S is opened or
closed with a hood 2 (See FIG. 3(A)).

A radiator 4 is arranged in a front part of the front space
S, and an engine 14 as the drive source and an inverter 16
are arranged in rear of the radiator 4.

A direct current is supplied to the inverter 16 from a
battery which is not shown, and converted to a three-phase
alternating current, for example, in the inverter 16 to be
supplied to the driving motor which is not shown.
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As shown in FIG. 3(A), the vehicle body panel 12
includes a dash panel which is not shown, and a cowl top 18.

The dash panel mainly functions as a partition between
the passenger compartment and the front space S. A lower
end of the dash panel is connected to a front end of a floor
for partitioning a lower part of the vehicle room.

The cowl top 18 is a member which is positioned above
the dash panel, and supports a front glass.

The cowl top 18 includes an upper cowl top 20 and a
lower cowl top 22.

The cowl top 18 which is formed of a steel sheet is
connected to an upper end of the dash panel to be extended
in a lateral direction of the vehicle, and supports a lower end
of the front glass which is not shown.

The upper cowl top 20 is extended in the lateral direction
of the vehicle along the lower end of the front glass.

The lower cowl top 22 is extended in the lateral direction
of the vehicle below the upper cowl top 22.

In this embodiment, a joint part between a flange 2002 in
a lower part of the upper cowl top 20 and a flange 2202 in
an upper part of the lower cowl top 22 constitute an edge part
24 protruding toward the front space S. Therefore, the edge
part 24 is positioned above the vehicle body panel 12, in this
embodiment.

As shown in FIGS. 2, 3(A) and 3(B), the inverter 16 has
an upper face 1602 in a substantially rectangular shape in a
plan view. Four screw holes 1606 for mounting the cover are
formed in the upper face 1602.

Arear face 1604 of the inverter 16 is directed to a rear side
of the vehicle 10, and first to third connectors 26A, 26B, 26C
for connecting harnesses (connecting parts) are provided in
an upper part of the rear face 1604. First to third connectors
(connecting parts) 27A, 27B, 27C which are provided at one
ends of first to third harnesses 28A, 28B, 28C are respec-
tively connected to these first to third connectors 26A, 26B,
26C.

The other end of the first harness 28 A is connected to the
battery, and supplies the direct current from the battery to the
inverter 16.

The other end of the second harness 28B is connected to
the driving motor, and supplies the alternating current which
has been converted in the inverter 16, to the driving motor.

The other end of the third harness 28C is connected to a
generator which is not shown, and receives an electric power
which is generated in the generator.

As shown in FIGS. 1 to 3(B), the inverter cover 30 is
mounted on the inverter 16.

The inverter cover 30 covers the inverter 16 and the
connecting parts of the first to third harnesses 28 A, 28B, 28C
which are connected to the rear part of the inverter 16, from
the above.

The inverter cover 30 is formed of material which is
deformed when subjected to a stress. As such material, it is
possible to use various materials conventionally known,
such as synthetic resin.

In this embodiment, the inverter cover 30 includes a body
part 32, an extended part (a slanted part) 34, and a bent part
(a guide part) 36, as shown in FIGS. 4(A) to 4(C).

The body part 32 covers an upper side of the inverter 16
and an upper side of the parts of the first to third harnesses
28A, 28B, 28C which are connected to the rear part of the
inverter 16, and formed as a flat face which is displaced
upward as going rearward.

Four screw inserting holes 3202 are formed through the
body part 32 at respective positions corresponding to the
four screw holes 1606 of the inverter 16.
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Therefore, the inverter cover 30 is mounted on the
inverter 16, by screwing screws which are passed through
the screw inserting holes 3202, into the screw holes 1606 of
the inverter 16.

The extended part (the slanted part) 34 is positioned
between the first to third connectors (the connecting parts)
26A, 26B, 26C which are provided in the rear part of the
inverter 16, and the edge part 24 of the vehicle body panel
12. The extended part (slanted part) 34 is also positioned
between the first to third harnesses 28 A, 28B, 28C which are
connected to the rear part of the inverter 16, and the edge
part 24 of the vehicle body panel 12.

The extended part (the slanted part) 34 which constitutes
a wall part for protecting the harnesses is connected to a rear
end of the body part 32 via a bending part 35 so as to be
gradually displaced downward as going rearward. There-
fore, the bending part 35 forms a border between the body
part 32 and the extended part (the slanted part) 34. As seen
in a plan view, the bending part 35 is positioned rearward
than the connectors 26A, 26B, 26C for connecting the
harnesses in the rear part of the inverter 16.

Moreover, in this embodiment, a rear end of the slanted
part 34 is positioned lower than the edge part 24.

The bent part (the guide part) 36 which is bent downward
is provided at the rear end of the slanted part 34. This bent
part (the guide part) 36 is butted against the vehicle body
panel 12, when the vehicle is collided from the front, thereby
to guide the slanted part 34 downward. In this embodiment,
the bent part (the guide part) 36 is formed by being bent
downward. Moreover, the bent part (the guide part) 36 also
has a function of guiding the air which has been warmed by
the inverter downward, without directly applying the
warmed air to the passenger compartment which is posi-
tioned in rear of the inverter.

It is to be noted that reference numeral 40 in the drawings
represents a cutout which is formed in the inverter cover 30
for the purpose of avoiding interference with a filling port 6
for filling brake fluid of a brake cylinder.

Then, operation and effects of the inverter cover 30 will
be described.

It is presumed that in a state where the inverter cover 30
is mounted on the inverter 16, as shown in FIGS. 1, 2, and
3(A), the other vehicle 10 or an object collides against the
front part of the vehicle body.

Then, the front part of the vehicle is deformed, as shown
in FIG. 3(B), and the inverter 16 and the inverter cover 30
are displaced rearward inside the front space S. At the same
time, the parts of the first to third harnesses 28A, 28B, 28C
which are connected to the rear part of the inverter 16 are
also displaced rearward, following the inverter 16. On this
occasion, the cowl top 18 is also deformed along with
deformation of the front part of the vehicle.

Thereafter, the slanted part 34 of the inverter cover 30
comes into contact with the edge part 24 and a part of the
cowl top 18 near the edge part 24.

More specifically, the guide part 36 is butted against a
surface of the lower cowl top 22 to be guided downward,
along with the rearward displacement of the inverter 16.
After the slanted part 34 is bent downward, the rear part of
the body part 32 and the slanted part 34 are curved and
deformed, along with further rearward displacement of the
inverter 16.

Finally, as shown in FIG. 3(B), the rear part of the body
part 32 and the slanted part 34 which have been curved come
into contact with the cowl top 18 and a part of the lower cowl
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top 22 which has been deformed, or come into contact with
a part of the dash panel which is connected to the lower cowl
top 22.

On this occasion, the slanted part 34 is positioned between
those parts of the first to third harnesses 28A, 28B, 28C
which are connected to the rear part of the inverter 16, and
the edge part 24. Therefore, the parts of the first to third
harnesses 28A, 28B, 28C which are connected to the rear
part of the inverter 16 will not directly come into contact
with the edge part 24, but indirectly come into contact with
the edge part 24 via the slanted part 34.

Therefore, as compared with a case where the first to third
harnesses 28A, 28B, 28C directly come into contact with the
edge part 24, durability of the first to third harnesses 28A,
28B, 28C can be advantageously maintained.

In this embodiment, because the cowl top 18 is deformed,
as shown in FIG. 3(B), the flange 2002 of the upper cowl top
20 and the flange 2202 of the lower cowl top 22 which form
the edge part 24 are finally separated at a position where they
are joined.

Therefore, according to this embodiment, the inverter
cover 30 is provided with the slanted part 34 which is
positioned between the parts of the first to third harnesses
28A, 28B, 28C which are connected to the rear part of the
inverter 16, and the edge part 24 of the vehicle body panel
12. For this reason, when the vehicle comes into collision,
the first to third harnesses 28A, 28B, 28C indirectly come
into contact with the edge part 24 interposing the slanted part
34, which is advantageous in maintaining the durability of
the first to third harnesses 28A, 28B, 28C.

Moreover, because the slanted part 34 is gradually dis-
placed downward as going rearward, the slanted part 34 is
likely to be curved downward, when butted against the
vehicle body panel 12, while the inverter cover 30 is
displaced rearward by the collision.

Therefore, as the slanted part 34 is curved downward, the
parts of the first to third harnesses 28 A, 28B, 28C which are
connected to the rear part of the inverter 16 are enveloped in
the slanted part 34, and the first to third harnesses 28 A, 28B,
28C are protected by the slanted part 34. As the results, the
durability of the first to third harnesses 28A, 28B, 28C can
be advantageously maintained.

Moreover, the part 35 on the border between the slanted
part 34 and the body part 32 is positioned rearward than the
connectors for connecting the harnesses (the connecting
parts) 26A, 26B, 26C which are positioned in the rear part
of the inverter 16. For this reason, in the event of collision,
the slanted part 34 is likely to be curved downward in rear
of the harness connecting connectors 26A, 26B, 26C, and
the parts of the first to third harnesses 28A, 28B, 28C which
are connected to the inverter 16 are enveloped in the slanted
part 34. As the results, the first to third harnesses 28A, 28B,
28C are protected by the slanted part 34, and the durability
of the first to third harnesses 28A, 28B, 28C can be advan-
tageously maintained.

Moreover, in this embodiment, a slanting degree of the
slanted part 34 is different from that of the body part 32, and
therefore, the slanted part 34 is likely to be curved down-
ward from the part 35 on the border between the slanted part
34 and the body part 32. As the results, the durability of the
first to third harnesses 28A, 28B, 28C can be more advan-
tageously maintained.

Moreover, because the guide part 36 is provided at the
rear end of the slanted part 34, the guide part 36 is guided
downward by the vehicle body panel 12, when the guide part
36 comes into contact with the vehicle body panel 12. For
this reason, the slanted part 34 is also likely to be curved
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downward, and the parts of the first to third harnesses 28A,
28B, 28C which are connected to the inverter 16 are
enveloped in the slanted part 34. As the results, the first to
third harnesses 28A, 28B, 28C are protected by the slanted
part 34, and the durability of the first to third harnesses 28 A,
28B, 28C can be more advantageously maintained.

Moreover, in this embodiment, the invention has been
described referring to a case where the edge part 24 of the
vehicle body panel 12 protruding toward the front space S
includes the flange 2002 of the upper cowl top 20 and the
flange 2202 of the lower cowl top 22. However, the edge part
24 is not limited to the flanges 2002, 2202, but may be
extensively applied to the edge part 24 which is provided on
the vehicle body panel 12.

Moreover, in this embodiment, the invention has been
described referring to a case where the guide part 36 has a
shape of being bent at a right angle from the slanted part 34.
However, the guide part 36 may be curved, for example, in
a semi-cylindrical shape. In short, it would be sufficient that
the guide part 36 is so shaped as to be guided downward
when it comes into contact with the vehicle body panel 12.

Moreover, in this embodiment, the invention has been
described referring to a case where the vehicle 10 is the
hybrid car. However, it is apparent that the invention can be
applied to the electric car in which only the driving motor is
used as the drive source. Therefore, the invention is exten-
sively applied to the motor-driven cars such as the electric
car and the hybrid car.

DESCRIPTION OF THE REFERENCE
NUMERALS AND SIGNS

S Front space
2 Hood
4 Radiator
10 Vehicle
12 Vehicle body panel
14 Engine
16 Inverter
1602 Upper face
1604 Rear face
1606 Screw hole
18 Cowl top
20 Upper cowl top
2002 Flange
22 Lower cowl top
2202 Flange
24 Edge part
26A First connector (connecting part)
26B Second connector (connecting part)
26C Third connector (connecting part)
27A First connector (connecting part)
27B Second connector (connecting part)
27C Third connector (connecting part)
28A First harness
28B Second harness
28C Third harness
30 Inverter
32 Body part
3202 Screw inserting hole
34 Extended part (Slanted part)
35 Bending part
36 Bent part (guide part)
40 Cutout
The invention claimed is:
1. An inverter cover for covering an inverter provided in
a front space formed in front of a passenger compartment in
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a longitudinal direction of a vehicle, the front space being 2. The inverter cover as claimed in claim 1, wherein
partitioned from the passenger compartment by a vehicle the extended part is slanted such that a height of the
body panel having an edge part that extends in a forward extended part becomes lower as the extended part
direction towards the inverter, the inverter cover comprising: extends toward a rear of the vehicle.
. . 5 3. The inverter cover as claimed in claim 1, further
a body part that covers an upper face of the inverter; and comprising:
an extended part extending in a rearward direction from a a border between the body part and the extended part, and
rear end of the body part, the extended part covering, the border is positioned between a rear end of the
from above, a connecting part of the inverter formed in connecting part of the inverter and the vehicle body
a rear portion of the inverter for connecting a harness, 10 panel.
and extending between the connecting part and the 4. The inverter cover as claimed in claim 1, further
edge part of the vehicle body panel, comprising:

a bent part provided at the rear end of the extended part,
the bent part extends in the downward direction from
the rear end of the extended part.

5. The inverter cover as claimed in claim 1, wherein

only the rear end of the extended part overlaps the edge
part in a height direction of the vehicle.

wherein a front end of the extended part is positioned
higher than the edge part and a rear end of the extended
part is positioned lower than the edge part, such that the 15
extended part is configured to make contact with the
edge part upon collision of the vehicle so that the
extended part can deform in a downward direction to
protect the harness. L



